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The  School  for  Deaf  and  Blind 

This  speech  was  delivered  by  President  Glenn  Harris  over  the  radio  on  XL  stations  on 
December  2,  1951.  It  was  one  of  a  series  of  talks  given  by  the  heads  of 
Montana's  institutions  at  Governor  Bonner's  request. 


The  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
was  established  in  1893  in  Boulder. 
Later  a  department  for  retarded  or 
mentally  deficient  children  was  added. 
The  resu'ts  were  unsatisfactory  as  is 
always  the  case  when  an  attempt  is 
made  to  do  good  for  all  types  of  handi- 
capped persons  under  one  system.  In 
193  7  the  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
the  Blind  was  moved  to  a  new  plant  in 
Great  Falls.  The  department  for  men- 
taJly  deficient  children  remained  in 
Boulder  as  the  State  Training  School 
where  Dr.  Arthur  Westwell  and  his 
staff  at  e  doing  an  outstanding  piece  of 
work  with  the  retarded  children  of 
Montana. 

The  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
is  maintained  by  the  State  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, which  sets  the  broad  genie ral 
policies  for  its  operation.  A  local  ex- 
ecutive board  of  three  members  acts 
on  immediate  problems  of  the  school. 
This  school  is  fortunate  in  having  al- 
ways operated  directly  under  the  State 
Board  of  Education.  In  states  where 
the  schools  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind 
have  operated  under  vaiious  boards 
such  as  Custody,  Institutions  or  Cor- 
rections it  has  been  most  difficult  to 
get  people  to  understand  that  the  deaf 
and  the  blind  of  the  state  can  be  edu- 
cated to  become  useful,  self  supporting 
citizens,  taking  their  places  in  society 
as  tradesmen,  in  business  and  in  many 
cases,  in  the  professions. 

Children  are  accepted  between  the 


.ages  of  six  and  eighteen.  They  must 
be  in  good  health  and  mentally  able 
to  receive  an  education.  They  must  be 
of  good  moral  character. 

The  services  of  the  School  for  Deaf 
and  Blind  are  free  to  any  Montana 
child  who  needs  them.  There  is  no 
commitment.  Admission  is  purely 
voluntary  and  the  parents  retain  full 
responsibility  for  the  child.  All  chil- 
dren must  go  home  for  the  summer 
vacation  and  for  two  weeks  at  Christ- 
mas. We  feel  that  it  is  essential  for 
children  to  maintain  home  contacts. 

This  is  a  boarding  school  since  it 
is  necessary  to  have  a  staff  of  especial- 
ly trained  teachers  and  the  children 
come  from  all  over  Montana.  Chil- 
dren are  given  regular  schooling 
through  the  twelfth  grade  and  in  addi- 
tion they  are  given  vocational  and 
pre- vocational  training. 

The  school  for  the  deaf  and  the 
school  for  the  blind  are  housed  to- 
gether only  for  the  sake  of  economy 
in  operation.  Classes  are  separate  be- 
cause the  means  of  instruction  are 
entirely  different.  The  deaf  child  who 
has  never  heard,  has  no  speech  until 
he  is  taught  to  speak  and  to  read  lips 
by  an  especially  trained  teacher.  His 
eyes  must  serve  in  place  of  his  ears. 
He  has  none  of  the  vocabulary  which 
a  child  with  normal  hearing  has  by  the 
time  he  is  six.  He  must  be  taught  these 
words  and  to  recognize  them  on  the 
lips. 
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The  totally  blind  child,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  well  developed  speech  when 
he  comes  to  school.  It  is  necessary  for 
a  teacher  skilled  in  the  use  of  Braille 
to  teach  him  to  read  with  his  fingers. 
Braille  is  a  system  of  raised  dots  which 
stand  for  letters  and  numbers  as  well 
as  a  system  of  shorthand.  The  blind 
child's  ears  and  hands  must  serve  him 
for  eyes.  Incidentally,  there  is  no  magi- 
cal sixth  sense  which  compensates  for 
the  loss  of  one  sense.  The  child  is 
taught  that  he  has  a  handicap  and  that 
he  must  make  full  use  of  his  other 
senses  in  order  to  make  up  for  the  one 
that  is  lost. 

The  present  enrollment  of  pupils 
is  seventy  deaf  or  hard  of  hearing  chil- 
dt^en  and  twenty  two  blind  or  partially 
sighted  chidren. 

Some  people  may  wonder  why  we 
concentrate  so  much  on  speech  work 
for  the  deaf  children.  We  admit  that 
we  can  not  expect  to  develop  perfect 
speech  with  a  totally  deaf  child  but  that 
speech  work  is  essential  in  developing 
thought  processes.  To  illustrate  for 
yourself,  just  try  to  think  through  an 
idea  without  thinking  in  words  and 
phrases.  You  will  see  that  words  are 
the  tools  for  thought. 

Written  work  is  stressed  with  deaf 
children.  The  blackboard  is  used  a 
great  deal. 

Sometimes  we  are  asked  why  a  blind 
child  must  learn  to  read  Braille  which 
is  difficult  when  it  would  be  easy  to 
make  records  of  the  lessons  and  allow 
the  children  to  listen  to  them.  Record- 
ings are  fine  for  lecture  work  but  it  is 
necessary  for  the  pupil  to  do  his  own 
studying,  just  as  it  is  for  the  child  with 
normal  vision  in  the  public  school. 
Class  discussion  is  stressed  in  the  de- 
partment for  the  blind  since  this  is  one 
form  of  active  participation. 

A  great  deal  of  emphasis  is  placed 


on  music  in  the  department  for  the 
blind.  The  children  become  quite  pro- 
ficient and  music  plays  a  large  part  in 
their  interest. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  a  piano  is 
sometime  used  in  teaching  the  deaf 
children.  In  that  case  it  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  rhythm  and  the 
recognition  of  high  and  low  tones. 

We  are  often  asked  to  accept  out  of 
state  students  on  a  tuition  basis.  The 
State  Board  of  Education  has  ruled 
that  this  school  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children  of  Montana  and  that  increas- 
ing the  size  of  the  school  by  accepting 
students  from  out  of  state  would  tend 
to  lose  some  of  the  personal  attention 
for  the  children  who  are  here.  It  would 
also  necessitate  more  building.  We 
sha  i  not  ask  for  plant  expansion  unless 
and  until  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  take 
care  to  the  needs  of  Montana  children. 

So  far  the  School  for  Deaf  and 
Blind  has  been  able  to  accept  all  stu- 
dents who  need  to  attend.  The  number 
of  school  age  children  has  increased 
but  the  expected  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  deaf  and  blind  children  has  been 
offset  by  the  improvement  in  medical 
care.  Immunization  and  the  use  of 
modern  drugs  have  cut  down  on  the 
number  of  cases  of  deafness  and  blind- 
ness by  preventing  the  high  fevers  in 
childhood  diseases.  These  used  to  ac- 
count foe  a  large  percent  of  the  total 
cases. 

Large  print  books  are  now  available 
on  loan  from  the  office  of  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
in  Helena  so  that  a  number  of  grade 
school  children  with  rather  severe 
visual  handicaps  are  able  to  continue 
their  education  in  the  public  schools 
with  the  use  of  this  sight  saving  ma- 
terial. 

Quite  a  number  of  hard  of  hearing 
children  have  been  returned  to  public 
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or  to  parochial  schools  after  training 
in  lip  reading  and  speech  correction. 
Some  of  these  children  have  been  en- 
couraged to  make  use  of  hearing  aids. 
Others  are  able  to  make  their  grades 
by  having  a  seat  near  the  teacher  where 
they  can  either  hear  her  or  see  her  lips. 

In  all  cases  that  come  to  the  School 
for  Deaf  and  Blind  every  effort  is  made 
to  use  and  to  train  any  I'iesidual  hear- 
ing or  vision. 

This  is  purely  a  school  and  not  a 
hospital.  Our  job  is  to  teach  the  chil- 
dren who  have  lost  hearing  or  vision. 
Sometimes  a  child  must  attend  this 
school  until  he  is  old  enough  to  have 
an  operation  which  will  correct  his 
loss.  In  that  way  he  has  not  lost  time 
from  schoo  ing  and  he  is  ready  to  take 
his  place  with  other  children  of  his  age 
in  public  school. 

The  children  take  care  of  a  large 
part  of  the  household  work  and  some  of 
the  maintenance.  Cities  and  towns 
offer  the  best  opportunities  for  em- 
ployment and  advancement  for  the 
deaf  and  the  blind  graduates  of  this 
school  so  we  do  not  operate  a  school 
farm.  We  try  to  develop  the  skills  that 
will  be  used  after  leaving  school  in  all 
of  the  time  that  is  available.  The  edu- 
cational program  is  necessarily  intense 
because  of  the  handicap  of  the  chil 
dren.  They  have  to  accomplish  a  full 
school  program  under  difficulty.  Fa- 
tigue is  avoided  by  rotating  academic 
and  vocational  classes  and  by  having  a 
recreational  time  before  evening  study. 

In  addition  to  regular  school  work 
our  pupils  have  a  well  rounded  recrea- 
tional program  with  athletics,  regular 
parties  and  movies.  Birthdays  are  ob- 
served and  various  fraternal  and  civic 
groups  assist  in  our  recreational  pro- 
gram with  outings  and  entertainments. 
Our  children  are  well  supplied  with 
games,  balls,  tricycles  and  wagons, 
thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Ed. 


Shields  in  turning  over  all  profit  from 
the  sale  of  his  booklet  about  "Shep," 
the  famous  dog  of  Fort  Benton,  to  be 
used  for  recreational  purposes.  Such  a 
program  is  very  important  to  an  insti- 
tution but  it  must  come  from  some 
source  other  than  tax  dollars. 

It  would  take  hours  to  tell  of  the 
many  fine  things  that  the  good  people 
of  Great  Falls  have  done  for  the  school 
so  all  one  can  say  in  this  short  time  is 
that  no  city  could  be  more  friendly  to 
a  school.  We  shall  have  a  Christmas 
scene  on  the  front  lawn  as  an  expres- 
sion of  our  appreciation  to  the  city. 

The  Catholic  Church  and  the  Lu- 
theran Church  take  care  of  religious 
instruction  for  children  for  those 
faiths.  Non-sectarian  Sunday  school  is 
held  for  all  of  the  other  children. 

Our  childt'en  are  served  wholesome, 
we  A  balanced  meals  at  regular  hours. 
The  State  Purchasing  Department 
not  only  assists  us  in  getting  the  most 
for  our  food  budget  but  they  also 
secure  surplus  commodity  foods  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  when 
available.  Our  staff  follows  the  princi- 
ples of  a  well  balanced  diet  and  they 
take  pride  in  preparing  food  that  is 
really  appetizing. 

Quite  a  number  of  graduates  of  the 
school  for  Deaf  and  Blind  go  on  to  col- 
lege. In  the  case  of  the  totally  deaf 
they  attend  Gallaudet  College  in 
Washington  D.  C.  This  is  the  only  col- 
lege for  the  deaf  in  the  world.  The 
blind  and  the  hard  of  hearing  attend 
regular  co  leges.  The  totally  blind 
make  use  of  student  readers  to  get 
their  assignments.  The  blind  student 
practices  making  a  mental  summary 
of  what  he  hears  so  the  reader  usually 
benefits  as  well  as  the  student  to  whom 
he  reads. 

(To  be  concluded  in  the  January 
issue  of  The  Leader.) 


Page  4 


THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAIiN  LEADER 


The  Rocky  Mt^  Leader 

PUBLISHED  monthly  during  the  school  year 
by  deaf  boys  at  the  Montana  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind.  Entered  at  Great  Falls, 
Montana,  Post  Office  as  Second  Class  Mail 
Matter.  Subscription  fifty  cents  a  year  in 
advance.  Address  all  the  communications 
and  subscriptions  to  The  Rocky  Mountain 
Leader,  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

Glenn  I.  Harris  Editor 

Darwin  C.  Younggren  -  .  Associate  Editor 

DECEMBER,  1951 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Leader 
extends  to 
All  Parents,  Alumni  and  Friends 
of  the  School 
the  Heartiest  Christmas  Greetings 
and 

Good  Wishes  for  the  New  Year 

Mid-Year  Examinations 
Parents,  Notice 

Mid-year  examinations  will  be  given 
the  third  week  in  January.  It  is  very 
important  to  your  child  that  he  or  she 
returns  to  school  on  time,  so  that  no 
review  work  will  be  missed. 

This  review  work  is  of  great  help  in 
refreshing  the  pupils  on  things  learned 
the  first  part  of  the  school  year  and 
should  be  very  valuable  in  determining 
the  results  of  their  examinations. 

Knowing  you  will  want  to  be  proud 
of  your  children  and  their  achieve- 
ments in  these  tests,  we  will  be  look- 
ing forward  to  seeing  all  back  in  school 
in  time  for  their  work. 

United  Nations  Flag 

We  have  a  beautiful  United  Na- 
tions flag  presented  to  the  school  by 
the  Three  H.  Home  Demonstration 
Club.  The  presentation  was  done  by 


Mrs.  Paul  Simon,  President,  and  Mrs. 
Verl  Burns,  Secretary. 

New  Superintendent 

The  Tennessee  Observer  car  ries  the 
notice  that  Dr.  Ethel  A.  Poore  retired 
December  1  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Tennessee  School  for  the  Deaf,  a  posi- 
tion which  she  has  held  for  thirty 
years.  Dr.  Poore  has  distinguished  her- 
self as  an  executive,  a  teacher,  a  builder 
of  buildings  and  above  all  a  builder  of 
character.  She  has  shown  what  can  be 
accomplished  in  a  life  dedicated  to 
service  to  others. 

Dr.  Poore  assured  the  children  of 
the  Tennessee  School  for  the  Deaf  the 
continuation  of  the  progress  their 
schoo!  has  enjoyed  by  appointing  Wil- 
liam J.  McClure  to  the  position  of  As- 
sistant Superintendent  a  year  and  a 
half  ago.  Now  she  is  able  to  turn  over 
the  full  responsibility  to  Mr.  McClure, 
knowing  that  he  is  fully  prepared  for  it. 

Language,  Speech,  Signs 
or  What? 

There  is  often  much  ado  on  the  rela- 
tive important  of  language,  speech, 
signs,  and  other  instrumentalities  of 
expression  for  the  deaf.  Each  of  the 
mediums  of  expression  has  its  merits 
but  after  all,  what  is  the  real  purpose  of 
each  or  all?  All  methods  are  a  form  of 
communication  and  all  communica- 
tion conveys  ideas — the  motivating 
power  of  mankind.  A  picture,  wink  of 
an  eye  or  the  nod  of  the  head  conveys 
different  and  distinct  ideas  that  might 
be  most  significant  and  upon  such 
ideas  one's  progress  may  depend.  The 
printing  press  and  modern  commu- 
nications have  been  extolled  as  the 
boon  to  progress  but  their  sole  value 
lies  in  the  ideas  they  serve  to  portray. 

Let  us,  as  teachers,  bear  this  in  mind 
and  teach  our  youngsters  to  think,  to 


for  DECEMBER,  1951 


Page  5 


receive  ideas,  to  exchange  them  and 
above  all  to  employ  them  for  the  wel- 
fare of  themselves,  their  families  and 
fellow  humans. 

Success  of  man  does  not  depend 
alone  on  the  elocution  of  his  speech, 
or  the  literary  and  his  ability  to  utilize 
them.  Words  without  thought  mean 
nothing — but  ideas — that  is  the  stuff 
the  makes  man  what  he  is. — L.  N. 

— The  Iowa  Hawkeye. 

Gallaudet  Day 

Gallaudet  Day  was  observed  in  the 
school  auditorium  Monday  morning 
December  10,  with  Mr.  James  George 
in  charge  of  the  brief  talk.  He  gave  a 
description  of  the  Hall  of  Fame  at 
Gallaudet  College  where  the  statues, 
busts  and  portraits  of  leading  educators 
of  the  deaf  are  hung  on  the  wall.  Then 
he  described  the  life  of  Thomas  Hop- 
kins Gallaudet  who  pioneered  in  the 
education  for  the  deaf.  Dr.  Gallaudet, 
Mr.  George  stressed,  should  be  called 
the  father  of  the  education  of  the  deaf 
in  America. 

Yuletide  Observance 

Again  at  this  Christmas  season,  the 
members  of  the  school  staff  have 
erected  a  life-sized  nativity  scene  on 
the  front  lawn.  This  is  for  the  benefit 
and  pleasure  of  the  public.  Also  this 
is  a  taken  of  the  school's  appreciation 
to  the  pub'ic  for  its  interest  in  the 
school.  The  work  was  supervised  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Golden,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Dortch,  Mr. 
Shular  and  the  older  boys  of  the 
school. 

Wallace  Watkins  Named  Director 
of  the  Blind  in  Pennsylvania 

Blind  Wallace  Watkins,  23,  lank 
Montanan,  Supervisor  of  the  Home- 
work Program  for  The  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  has  just  been 
named  Director  of  the  Lycoming 
County  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 


Association  for  the  Blind  at  Williams- 
port,  Pennsylvania,  according  to  Peter 
J.  Salmon,  Executive  Director  of  The 
Industrial  Home. 

The  youthfulness  of  the  new  direc- 
tor, according  to  Mr.  Salmon,  should 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  fulfilling  an 
ambitious  and  progressive  program. 
Emphasis  will  be  on  the  setting  up  of 
a  comprehensive  rehabilitation  pro- 
gram and  the  extension  and  develop- 
ment of  the  present  industrial  work- 
shop for  the  blind.  Mr.  Watkins  who 
was  born  in  Sweetgrass,  Montana,  a 
tiny  town  of  one  hundred  and  fifty — 
"when  all  are  home" —  was  educated 
at  the  Montana  School  for  the  Blind  in 
Great  Falls,  Montana  and  then  took 
his  B.A.  Degree  at  Montana  State 
University  in  1950,  when  he  also  earn- 
ed a  Montana  teaching  certificate.  In 
the  fall  of  1950  he  registered  at  Colum- 
bia University  and  took  his  Masterate 
one  year  later  in  Special  Education  for 
the  Blind. 

He  came  to  The  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind  in  March  of  1951  as 
Supervisor  of  the  Homework  Pro- 
gram, a  part-time  position,  where  he 
was  responsible  for  work  done  by  blind 
people  whose  disabilities  prevented 
them  from  leaving  their  homes.  This 
responsibility  also  included  training  the 
homebound  blind  for  their  jobs. 

Concurrent  with  this,  he  received 
training  under  The  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind's  Professional  Training 
Program  to  fit  him  for  the  duties  of 
his  new  position. 

He  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Clara  Watkins, 
966  Assiniboine  Avenue,  Havre,  Mon- 
tana.— Release  from  The  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  Brooklyn,  New 
York. 


Courtesy  and  good  manners  cost 
nothing,  yet  their  value  is  of  highest 
degree. — Clipped. 
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School  for  the  Blind 

Conducted  by  Pat  W.  Callahan 

Primary 

An  Enjoyable  Visit 

I  went  home  for  Thanksgiving.  I  went 
on  the  bus.  It  seemed  to  go  so  s  1  o  w  I 
thought  I  would  never  reach  home.  I  had 
a  taxicab  ride  from  the  depot  to  my  home. 

My  dog  Nipper  did  not  know  me  at 
first.  After  a  while  he  started  to  wag  his 
tail.  Our  duck  named  Ugly  has  become 
beautiful.  He  has  blue  feathers  on  his 
wings.  His  head  is  green,  blue  and  white. 

— Stanley  Miller. 

Vacation 

My  dog  Buttons  was  happy  to  see  me. 
She  jumped  all  over  me.  I  had  to  put  her 
in  the  basement. 

Daddy  had  shot  an  elk.  We  had  some 
elk  steak.  We  had  some  deer  steak,  too. 

I  came  back  to  school  on  the  bus.  The 
bus  driver  took  care  of  me. 

— ^Janet  Kessner. 

At  Grandma's  House 

My  sister  and  I  had  fun  at  Grandma 
Upton's  house.  We  visited  her  last  sum- 
mer. She  lives  in  Missouri. 

We  dressed  up  like  grown-ups.  We  wore 
some  old  long  dresses.  We  tried  to  walk 
in  high-heeled  shoes.  The  old  hats  made 
us  laugh.  We  dressed  up  our  dolls,  too. 

— Nancy  Upton. 

Fun  at  Home 

Mother  surprised  me  on  Tuesday.  I  did 
not  think  I  was  going  home  until  Wednes- 
day. 

I  enjoy  the  story  books  I  received.  They 
are  about  Three  Little  Pigs,  Brer  Rabbit, 
Brer  Fox  and  Brer  Bear.  One  book  has 
Bible  stories  in  it. — Forrest  Parker. 

School  Party 

We  had  a  good  Thanksgiving  party. 
Each  one  received  a  balloon.  We  played 
Red  Light-Green  Light,  Guess  the  Ani- 
mal, and  Spin  the  Bottle. 

Refreshments  were  Koolade,  ice  cream 


and  cookies. — Mildred  Groskurth. 
Thanksgiving  Goodies 

I  enjoyed  my  Thanksgiving  dinner  at 
home.  We  had  chicken  and  dressing, 
mashed  potatoes  with  gravy,  sweet  pota- 
toes, pickles,  celery,  cranberries,  bread 
and  butter.  For  dessert  we  had  pumpkin 
pie.  In  the  evening  mother  served  ice 
cream. — Paul  Miller. 

Intermediate 

The  Police  and  Fire  Departments 

Mr.  Callahan  arranged  for  us  a  trip 
down  to  the  police  and  fire  departments. 

One  of  the  firemen  gave  us  a  fine  talk 
on  fire  and  its  prevention.  The  fireman 
also  told  us  that  they  had  a  respirator  to 
revive  people  from  smother  and  drown- 
ing. This  device  is  also  used  for  getting 
peanuts  out  of  a  person's  throat.  There  is 
also  a  sprinkling  system  in  the  Sears  store. 
This  system  will  shoot  water  if  the  build- 
ing gets  over  heated.  The  fire  bell  rings 
in  the  department  and  the  firemen  will 
know  just  where  the  fire  is. 

We  also  visited  the  police  department. 
One  of  the  men  showed  us  the  cells. 
We  also  saw  the  room  where  they  put  the 
men  who  are  insane  and  violent. 

We  also  visited  the  F.B.I  office  and 
one  of  the  men  took  finger  prints  of  one 
of  the  boys  to  show  us  how  it  was  done. 
Another  man  showed  us  the  darkroom. 
The  darkroom  is  a  room  where  they  de- 
veloped pictures  of  the  crooks. 

—John  Bird. 

The  Fire  Station 

On  November  8,  the  fifth,  seventh, 
tenth,  and  eleventh  grades  visited  the 
Great  Falls  fire  department. 

The  man  that  showed  us  around  told  us 
many  interesting  things  about  the  trucks. 
He  said  that  one  of  the  trucks  would  hold 
five  hundred  gallons  of  water,  and  that 
the  truck  and  car  had  the  right-away  in 
the  street.  The  minute  the  man  turns  the 
key  on,  the  light  goes  on  and  from  the 
time  the  light  is  on  until  it  is  off,  the  trucks 
have  the  right-away.  He  also  said  that  it 
only  takes  seventeen  seconds  from  the 
time  the  bell  rings  until  the  men  are  in 
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their  suits,  and  down  the  pole  and  on  the 
truck  ready  to  go. 

In  the  chief's  car  they  have  ropes, 
stretchers,  and  a  mask,  chemox,  and  a  pair 
of  wire  cutters.  Thep  also  have  a  belt  so 
that  if  there  is  a  fire  on  a  telephone  post, 
the  man  can  put  this  belt  around  himself 
and  the  pole  and  in  that  way  he  can  put 
the  fire  out  without  falling. 

The  thing  that  drew  my  attention  was 
an  old  twenty  seven  model  A  Ford  in 
which  they  put  the  old  dirty  hose  if  they 
have  to  use  a  lot  of  hose. 

And  in  back  of  the  fire  department 
there  were  about  six  men  fixing  Christmas 
toys  for  the  boys  and  girls  whose  parents 
can't  afford  to  buy  for  them. 

The  man  that  was  showing  us  around 
said  he  went  back  east,  and  there  he  saw  i 
fire  engine  with  two  drivers.  They  could 
turn  a  square  corner.  The  man  in  the  front 
of  the  truck  steering  the  front  wheels 
would  turn  first  and  then  the  man  in  the 
back  steering  the  hind  wheels  would  turn. 
He  also  said  that  the  truck  was  only  to 
drive  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  so  that 
when  they  turn  they  wouldn't  hit  the  cars 
on  the  side.  — James  West. 

The  Great  Falls  Fire  Department 

All  of  the  pupils  in  the  Blind  Depart- 
ment from  the  fifth  grade  on  up  went  to 
visit  the  fire  department. 

I  thought  the  most  interesting  part  of 
it  was  the  pole  firemen  slide  down.  The 
man  who  showed  us  around  slid  down  it 
for  us.  He  said  at  night  the  men  have  their 
trousers  already  fastened  to  their  boots. 
It  takes  seventeen  seconds  for  them  to  get 
their  clothes  on  and  be  down  stairs  to  the 
fire  engine  ready  to  pull  out. 

The  fire  truck  held  from  three  hundred 
to  five  hundred  gallons  of  water  in  a 
container  for  small  fires  or  prairie  fires. 

The  man  who  showed  us  around  show- 
ed us  a  device  which  is  used  sometime  if 
someone  has  been  about  smothered  to 
death  in  the  smoke.  It  helps  to  make  them 
inhale  and  exhale.  Another  part  of  the 
same  machine  was  a  device  which  was  used 
in  case  a  child  or  a  grownup  got  some- 
thing caught  in  his  throat.  It  often  times 


can  save  someone  from  choking  to  death 
on  something.  It  can't  take  out  anything 
too  big,  although  they  have  taken  a  pea- 
nut out  of  a  person's  throat. 

They  also  had  a  device  to  which  the 
firemen  could  hook  up  four  men.  The 
pressure  of  the  water  coming  out  of  it  held 
it  tight  upon  the  ground.  It  has  too  much 
pressure  for  firemen  to  hold,  so  they  set 
it  on  the  ground. 

Some  people  contribute  tricycles  or 
toys  to  the  fire  station,  and  during  the 
firemen's  spare  time  they  repair  them  and 
give  them  to  the  orphanage  or  some  poor 
family  for  Christmas. 

They  had  three  good  fire  engines 
ready  to  go,  and  a  chief's  car  which  goes  to 
every  fire.  They  also  had  an  old  1927 
model  fire  engine.  They  don't  use  it  any- 
more to  rush  to  fires,  but  they  do  use  it 
sometime  to  bring  dirty,  wet  hose  back  to 
the  fire  station  so  as  not  to  dirty  up  the 
engine  and  have  to  wash  it. 

They  have  a  mask  which  has  its  own 
lungs  and  they  can  go  through  gas,  smoke 
or  any  fumes  in  the  air. 

I  surely  enjoyed  that  trip,  and  I'm  sure 
the  others  did  also. — Morris  Miller. 

Advanced 

The  Thanksgiving  Party 
Every  year  the  students  of  the  blind  de- 
partment  prepare   a   Thanksgiving  pro- 
gram   consisting   of   stories,    songs  and 
poems. 

This  year  Bill  Baca  was  in  charge  of 
organizing  the  program. 

Poems  were  recited  by  Tom  Chamber- 
lain and  Paul  Newman,  Jerry  Neufeld, 
Kenneth  Pahrman,  Paul  and  Stanley  Mil- 
ler, Morris  Miller,  John  Bird  and  others. 
Stories  were  read  by  Bill  Baca  and  James 
West.  Songs  were  sung  by  the  Junior 
Chorus  and  the  Senior  Chorus. 

Refreshments  were  i  c  e  cream  and 
cookies. — Carl  Enger. 

My  Thanksgiving  Vacation 

Last  Wednesday  evening,  Adranne, 
Jerry  and  I  boarded  a  train  for  Havre. 
After  we  got  to  Havre,  we  took  leave  of 
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Jerry  and  my  Mother  and  Dad  took  us 
home. 

After  we  were  home  for  a  while,  my 
Uncle  Lawrence  called.  He  came  to  Havre 
from  Greeat  Falls  to  taste  some  of  Moth- 
er's home  cooking. 

So  about  one  o'clock  Thursday  after- 
noon, he  came  and  we  ate  dinner. 

A  couple  of  hours  later,  some  friends 
of  ours  came  to  visit  us.  We  had  intended 
to  go  sliding,  but  Adranne  had  a  cold,  so 
mother  told  us  it  would  be  better  if  we 
stayed  home. 

Friday  afternoon  Dad  and  I  went  down 
town  to  see  Gwynne  Watkins  in  his  new 
radio  repair  shop.  He  seemed  to  be  quite 
busy. 

Saturday  afternoon,  I  celebrated  my 
birthday.  My  aunt  and  some  friends  of 
ours  came  to  our  place  for  a  few  refresh- 
ments and  a  "gab  session." 

Sunday  afternoon,  we  came  back  to 
school. — Paul  Newman. 

My  Thanksgiving  Vacation 

My  Thanksgiving  vacation  began 
Wednesday  afternoon  when  I  went  home 
on  the  bus.  I  arrived  in  Townsend  about 
6  p.m.  Then  I  went  to  some  friends  of 
mine  to  meet  my  uncle  and  aunt.  Later  in 
the  evening  we  all  went  to  the  show. 

The  next  morning  I  helped  my  uncle 
with  the  chores.  As  soon  as  we  had  eaten 
our  breakfast  we  went  to  town  to  eat 
Thanksgiving  dinner  with  my  aunt's  folks. 

On  Saturday  we  visited  some  of  our 
friends.  They  had  a  new  Nash  Rambler. 
I  liked  their  car  very  much.  Saturday 
night  we  had  a  party,  which  I  think  was 
the  best  part  of  the  vacation.  I  had  fun. 
We  danced  until  3  a.m.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  got  up  and  helped  milk  some  of 
our  cows,  but  I  wish  I  could  have  stayed 
in  bed.  I  had  an  enjoyable  time  on  my 
Thanksgiving  vacation. 

— Lee  Chamberlain. 

What  Is  It  to  You? 

December  is  here  again  and  with  it 
comes  the  happy  thoughts  of  the  joyous 
Christmas  season.  It  is  a  busy  time  for 
everyone.  There  are  gifts  to  be  bought, 
wrapped  and  sent  away,  planning  a  big 


Christmas  dinner  and  so  many  other  little 
things.  Even  the  little  ones  are  busy  get- 
ting their  letters  off  to  Santa  Claus.  But 
really  there  is  another  side  of  Christmas 
which  should  receive  more  of  our  atten- 
tion. It  is  good  to  give  at  Christmas  time 
but  how  much  better  it  is  to  pause  and 
think  of  the  beautiful  story  of  Christmas. 
It  is  the  birthday  of  the  most  important 
person  ever  born.  Let  us  stop  this  Christ- 
mas and  think  of  that  One  so  long  ago 
when  the  wonderful  star  shone  so  bright- 
ly where  the  Christ  Child  lay.  I  think 
there  is  nothing  more  beautiful  than  to 
stop  and  think  in  this  busy  time  of  that 
peaceful,  quiet  night,  that  Holy  Night  of 
the  first  Christmas. 

— Mary  Louise  Kennedy. 
Christmas  Time 
What  would  you  say  to  a  child  if  he 
asked  "What  does  Christmas  mean?"  You 
would  probably  tell  him  the  Christmas 
story,  but  most  of  us  would  add  that  it  is 
also  the  time  when  Santa  Claus  comes 
and  when  we  sing  about  a  red-nosed  rein- 
deer. 

True,  ail  this  relates  to  Christmas,  but 
it  means  to  me  that  Santa  Claus  is  gaining 
more  importance  than  our  Savior.  Rein- 
deer gain  more  importance  than  the  ani- 
mals in  the  Christmas  story.  We  sing 
songs  of  Santa  Claus  rather  than  songs  of 
welcome  to  our  redeemer. 

It  seems  that  few  people  realize  the 
wonderful  beauty  of  the  origin  of  Christ- 
mas. To  me,  the  story  of  the  Christ  Child 
seems  far  more  beautiful  than  any  story 
I  have  ever  heard  about  Santa  Claus. 
After  we  lose  our  belief  in  Santa  Claus  the 
man,  we  give  little  thought  to  Santa  Claus, 
the  spirit  of  giving,  so  I  see  little  impor- 
tance, other  than  childhood  joy,  for  the 
emphasis  of  Santa  Claus. 

I  think  if  we  would  give  more  deep 
thought  to  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas 
it  would  mean  so  much  more  to  all  of  us. 

— Adranne  Newman. 


Habits 

Habits  are  either  bobs  or  sinkers,  cork 
or  lead;  they  hold  you  up,  or  hold  you 
down. — Sel. 
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School  for  the  Deaf 

Conducted  by  Mervin  D.  Garretson 
Primary 

Joe's  New  Pants 

Joe  has  some  new  pants.  They  are  red. 
They  are  pretty.  Joe  Hkes  them. 

— Lyle  Johnson. 

Clarence's  Birthday 

November  25  was  Clarence  Porritt's 
birthday.  He  was  seven. 

His  mother  sent  him  two  guns.  He  had 
a  pietty  cake.  He  had  a  party.  He  was 
happy. 

Joyce's  New  Dress 

Joyce's  aunt  came.  She  gave  Joyce  a 
new  dress.  It  is  blue  and  white.  It  is  a 
party  dress.  It  is  pretty. 

We  like  it.— Sally  Wolfe. 

Leader  Notes 

Oscar  and  I  went  home  for  Thanks- 
giving. We  went  on  the  train.  Mother 
gave  me  a  doll. — Lillie  Wittman. 

I  like  to  draw.  I  drew  many  things  for 
Mrs.  Thoresen. — Jimmy  Junior. 

The  sun  is  shining.  The  wind  is  blow 
ing.  It  is  not  cold.  There  is  no  snow. 

— Victor  Adams. 

I  went  home  for  Thanksgiving.  I  went 
on  the  train.  I  live  at  Billings.  Cheryl  lives 
at  Billings,  too. — Leslie  Peterson. 

My  father,  Mother  and  Linda  Kay  came 
here.  I  went  home  with  them  in  the  car. 
Linda  Kay  is  my  sister.  She  is  small.  I  had 
a  nice  time  at  home. — Donna  Maher. 

One  afternoon  we  went  to  a  church  in 
Great  Falls  with  Mr.  Harris.  We  talked 
and  wrote.  A  woman  gave  us  ice  cream 
and  balloons.  We  had  a  nice  time. 

— Melvin  Christian. 

We  went  to  the  airport  with  Mr.  Harris. 
We  saw  a  big  airplane.  We  rode  in  the 
station  wagon.  We  had  some  candy. 

—Donald  Hall. 

I  got  a  letter  from  mother. 

Mrs.  Thoresen  got  a  picture  of  a  baby. 
The  baby's  name  is  Jane. — Cheryl  Urion. 
David's  Dog 

David  has  a  big  toy  dog.  It  is  black.  It 


has  a  red  ribbon  around  its  neck.  It  sleeps 
on  David's  bed. — Joyce  McSloy. 

Sally's  Dog 

Sally  has  a  little  toy  dog.  It  is  black  and 
white.  It  has  a  pink  ribbon  around  its 
neck.  It  is  cute. — David  Wise. 

Autumn 

Down,  down,  down. 

Yellow,  red  and  brown. 

The  leaves  were  falling  all  around. 

Down,  down,  down. 

— Mary  Smith. 
David's  Birthday 
October  3  I  was  David  Wise's  birthday. 
He  was  seven. 

He  got  a  box.  Mrs.  Meins  came.  We 
had  a  party.  We  had  some  cake,  ice  cream, 
pop  and  candy. 

We  had  a  good  time. — Tommy  Harper. 

Intermediate 

News 

I  had  the  mumps  in  November.  My 
friends  sent  cards  to  me.  Some  of  them 
visited  me  at  the  hospital.  The  girls  said 
that  they  missed  me. 

The  girls  were  happy  to  see  me.  They 
had  fun  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  but  I 
didn't. 

The  doctor  visited  me.  He  told  the 
nurse  to  put  me  to  sleep.  Mrs.  Dortch 
brought  me  back  to  school  last  Tuesday 
night.  The  girls  were  surprised  to  see  me 
again.  But  Mrs.  Dortch  told  me  to  stay  in 
bed  for  one  more  day. 

I  am  very  happy  to  be  going  to  school 
once  again.  I  missed  too  much  of  school 
when  I  had  the  mumps. — Juanita  Roup. 

News 

I  was  sick  last  Friday.  I  am  well  now. 

Juanita  came  back  to  school  last  Tues- 
day. She  had  had  the  mumps.  She  was 
glad  to  see  us. 

The  Rainbow  girls  will  come  to  school 
to  have  a  party  with  us.  We  shall  have  a 
good  time. 

Some  boys  and  girls  went  home  for 
Thanksgiving  Day.  They  had  fun. 

Rolph's  mother  and  father  will  come  to 
the  school  next  Friday.  They  will  take 
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him  downtown.  They  will  buy  some 
things. 

The  sun  is  shining  this  morning.  It  is 
cool.  The  wind  is  blowing.  It  rained  for  a 
while. 

Mervol,  Jerry,  Otis  and  I  went  to  town 
to  see  a  show  last  Thursday.  The  show 
was  about  cowboys  and  two  funny  men. 
We  laughed  at  the  funny  men. 

— Bobby  Tabish. 

My  Thanksgiving 

I  went  home  last  Wednesday  night.  My 
father  came  to  meet  me  at  the  bus.  I  had 
traveled  by  bus  from  8  o'clock  until  2 
o'clock,  so  I  was  very  tired.  I  had  not 
known  that  my  father  and  mother  had 
bought  a  new  green  and  white  Buick.  My 
father  was  tired  so  he  asked  me  if  I  wished 
to  drive  his  car.  I  said,  "Yes."  We  reached 
home  at  4  o'clock. 

My  family  went  to  my  grandmother 
and  grandfather's  for  dinner  on  Thanks- 
giving Day.  We  were  so  full  after  eating. 
We  had  a  great  big  turkey  dinner. 

My  aunt  and  uncle  invited  the  family, 
my  aunt  Rudy's  child,  and  my  grand- 
mother and  grandfather  for  supper  on 
Sunday  evening. 

After  Thanksgiving,  my  cousin  Donald 
my  sister,  and  some  girls  went  back  to 
Eastern  College.  The  college  is  in  Bill- 
ings. I  arrived  back  at  the  school  next 
morning.  Mr.  Harris  met  me  at  the  train. 

I  had  a  wonderful  time  at  home. 

— Darlene  Ostrum. 

News 

The  Rainbow  girls  will  come  to  our 
school  and  give  a  party  next  Saturday. 
We  shall  play  many  games.  We  shall 
dance  with  them.  We  shall  have  nice 
things  to  eat  at  the  party.  We  shall  ask 
them  their  names. 

Some  boys  and  I  went  for  a  ride  with 
Mr.  Harris  last  Sunday.  We  saw  a  big  air- 
plane. It  was  a  B-36.  We  watched  it  for  a 
while.  Then  we  went  back  to  school. 

Some  men  are  building  a  boiler  house 
on  our  school  ground.  They  will  be 
finished  next  month. 

We  played  in  the  gym  last  Monday.  We 
played  basketball.  My  team  won,  28  to  6. 


We  had  fun.  I  was  happy  to  beat  this 
other  team. — Larry  Weese. 

Newsreel 

Perhaps  my  mother  and  daddy  will 
come  to  the  school  next  Friday  or  Satur- 
day. If  they  come,  we  shall  go  to  the  Civic 
Center  Theatre.  I  will  also  buy  some 
things.  They  will  probably  come  back  to 
see  me  on  Sunday. 

The  Rainbow  girls  will  come  to  a  party 
in  the  gym  next  Saturday.  We  shall  play 
games  and  dance.  We  shall  have  things  to 
eat  at  the  party.  We  shall  have  a  very  good 
time. 

The  men  are  working  fast  on  the  build- 
ing. The  building  is  almost  finished. 

I  saw  a  picture  of  the  The  American 
Royal  Stock  Show  building.  This  building 
is  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  It  is  very  large. 

— Rolph  Foster. 

Peter  Rabbit  and  The  Fox 

I  have  read  the  book,  "Peter  Rabbit  and 
The  Fox."  I  laughed  and  enjoyed  this 
story. 

One  day  Peter  Rabbit  walked  on  the 
road.  He  saw  a  bird  in  its  nest.  A  car 
which  Peter  did  not  see  almost  hit  him.  He 
quickly  jumped  from  the  road  into  the 
grass. 

Peter  saw  a  farmer  picking  carrots  and 
putting  them  into  a  basket.  Peter  loved 
carrots  and  wanted  to  steal  some.  So  he 
hopped  to  the  house  to  steal  the  carrots. 
The  farmer  reached  for  his  gun  to  shoot 
at  Peter.  But  Peter  ran  away.  He  escaped 
from  the  farmer  and  ate  the  carrots. 

The  fox  saw  Peter  sitting  on  a  rock. 
Foxes  like  to  eat  rabbits.  So  the  fox  crept 
up  to  Peter.  But  Peter  heard  him  coming 
and  began  to  run.  The  fox  chased  him. 
Peter  quickly  jumped  into  his  hole.  The 
fox  was  very  cross.  He  was  disappointed 
and  went  away.  Peter  Rabbit  was  very 
happy. — Freddie  Bass. 

Thanksgiving  Vacation 

Last  Wednesday  I  invited  Jean  Ander- 
son to  my  house.  My  father  drove  us 
home  in  his  car. 

I  helped  mom  to  cook  and  to  set  the 
table.  Meanwhile  Jean  read  my  movie 


for  DECEMBER,  1951 


Page  1 1 


magazines. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  cleaned  the 
house.  That  afternoon  we  sat  and  read 
books.  That  night  sister  Norma  and  I 
helped  my  mother  to  get  supper.  After 
the  dishes  had  been  washed  Jean  and  I 
played  cards  and  checkers.  My  sister 
Norma,  Delbert,  Dale  and  Henry  Sickle 
played  monopoly.  Finally  I  asked  my 
sister,  "Do  you  care  to  play  cards  with 
us?"  She  said,  "Yes."  We  had  refresh- 
ments before  the  Sickles  went  home. 

Friday  morning  I  cleaned  the  house 
again. 

That  afternoon  Jean  and  I  walked  to 
town,  where  I  mailed  a  letter.  Jean  bought 
something  that  she  wanted.  Then  we  went 
back  home,  where  I  asked  Jean  if  she 
wanted  to  visit  Charlotte  Spoerl.  After  my 
mother  had  telephoned  Charlotte's  mother 
Jean  and  1  went  to  Charlotte's  home,  but 
we  had  a  hard  time  find  ing  it.  We  stayed 
at  Charlotte's  house  for  a  short  while. 
Although  Jean  and  I  were  tired,  we  went 
to  the  Liberty  that  night  to  see  "Golden 
Girl". 

Sunday  morning  Jean  and  I  went  to  my 
aunt's  home.  Later  Joe  and  Edna  walked 
down  the  street  to  my  house  with  us. 

Sunday  night  Jean  and  I  had  a  lot  of 
fun.  We  went  out  together.  But  the  time 
came  when  we  had  to  return  to  school. 

I  think  Jean  and  I  had  a  wonderful 
Thanksgiving   vacation. — Jane  Whitsell. 

Just  News 

We  played  tennis  last  Thursday  after- 
noon 

Some  of  us  went  to  see  the  hockey  game 
at  the  Civic  Center  last  Sunday  night. 
Great  Falls  played  Canada  and  lost  by  the 
score  of  12  to  4. 

Some  of  the  boys  and  girls  went  to  the 
Liberty  Theatre.  We  saw  a  good  show. 

Some  boys  will  go  to  the  Civic  Center 
to  see  the  wrestling  matches  next  Wed- 
nesday night. 

Winter  will  be  coming  soon. 

—Otis  Rudd. 

Bud  Abbott  and  Lou  Costello 

I  went  to  a  show  in  Town  last  Saturday 
night.  It  was  a  Bud  Abbott  and  Lou  Cos- 


tello movie.  I  liked  it. 

Bud  Abbott  and  Lou  Costello  went  to 
the  wrestling  matches. 

They  went  to  India.  They  met  an  Indian 
and  Lou  Costello  said  to  him.  "Where 
do  soldiers  live?"  They  went  to  see  the 
soldiers. 

One  morning  Bud  went  to  a  desert  and 
practiced  shooting  with  his  gun.  He  fell 
into  the  water.  Bud  and  Lou  walked  far 
into  the  desert.  They  became  very  hungry. 
They  saw  a  little  lake  and  ran  to  it.  They 
drank  some  water  from  the  lake. 

— Robert  Bricks. 
Thanksgiving  Day 

Last  Wednesday  many  of  the  girls  and 
boys  went  home  for  Thanksgiving.  I  stay- 
ed at  school  with  about  20  other  girls  and 
boys. 

Last  Thursday  morning  Nelly,  Daffney 
and  I  cleaned  some  of  the  rooms.  We  were 
very  tired  afterward.  That  afternoon  the 
pupils,  the  staff  and  Miss  Collins  gather- 
ed in  the  dining  room.  We  ate  lots  of  tur 
key.  We  also  had  potatoes,  cranberries, 
celery,  olives,  milk,  dressing,  gravy,  bread 
and  pumpkin  pie  with  cream.  I  was  very 
full.  We  then  washed  and  wiped  the  dishes 
Some  of  the  big  boys  went  to  a  show 
in  town.  The  rest  of  us  went  for  a  ride. 
We  visited  Juanita  at  the  hospital.  We 
went  to  Ulm,  which  is  a  very  small  town. 
We  arrived  back  at  school  at  4:45. 

Last  Friday  morning  we  cleaned  the 
rooms  again.  Then  we  went  to  the  boys' 
reading  room  and  to  the  library.  We  play- 
ed cards  and  ping-pong.That  afternoon, 
all  of  the  girls  and  boys  went  to  the  Lib- 
erty theater.  We  saw  the  picture  "Golden 
Girl."  It  was  a  very  good  show.  That 
night  the  big  boys  went  to  the  wrestling 
matches.  The  big  girls  played  ping-pong 
in  the  library.  We  had  fun. 

Last  Saturday  we  cleaned  the  rooms. 
That  afternoon  all  of  the  girls  and  boys 
went  to  the  Civic  Center  theatre.  We  saw 
"An  American  in  Paris,"  and  a  cowboy 
picture.  It  was  a  good  show.  That  night 
the  big  boys  and  girls  went  to  see  the 
hockey  game.  Canada  played  Great  Falls. 
Canada  won.  The  score  was  12  to  4. 

Last  Sunday  morning  we  cleaned  the 
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rooms.  The  girls  and  boys  began  to  ar- 
rive back  to  school  from  their  homes. 

— Ramona  Jensen. 

Advanced 

A  Tin  Can  Talks 

If  I  were  a  tin  can  and  could  talk,  J 
would  tell  you  about  my  life. 

In  faraway  Malay  I  was  like  black  ore 
and  was  not  very  happy  so  they  loaded  me 
on  a  ship  for  the  trip  across  the  ocean  to 
the  United  States.  I  was  spread  over  steel 
to  make  shiny  sheets  of  tin  plate.  They 
put  me  in  a  machine  where  I  was  cut,  bent 
and  pressed  and  made  into  a  tin  can. 
Many  of  my  friends  and  I  were  sent  to  a 
factory.  I  was  filled  with  nice  fresh  nuts 
from  Brazil.  I  had  a  pretty  coat  on  and 
was  very  proud.  A  few  days  later  I  was 
brought  to  a  grocery  store  where  I  stood 
on  a  shelf  for  four  weeks. 

One  day  at  the  store  a  woman  came  and 
asked  to  buy  some  Brazil  nuts.  The  clerk 
said  there  were  some  on  the  shelf.  I  was 
very  happy  to  go  because  I  was  very  lone- 
some on  the  shelf.  When  the  woman  got 
home  she  opened  me  up  and  threw  me  in 
the  garbage  can.  I  felt  sad. 

Soon  I  became  rusty.  I  was  carried  by 
a  big  truck  out  to  the  dump  where  I  spent 
the  rest  of  my  life. — Marlene  Skogas. 

Deafness  and  Driving 

I  was  told  that  I  should  not  own  a  car 
because  I  am  deaf,  for  it  would  be  too 
dangerous  for  me  in  city  traffic  and  on 
the  highway.  But  I  know  deaf  drivers  are 
more  safe  than  hearing  drivers.  From  ac- 
cident reports  we  find  the  proof  of  this. 

Just  because  a  person  can  hear  he 
thinks  that  he  shouldn't  have  to  look 
around.  He  thinks  his  ears  will  tell  him  of 
an  approaching  car  or  truck  from  the  rear. 
If  he  has  his  radio  going  and  is  traveling 
at  a  high  speed,  his  ears  wouldn't  be  of 
much  help. 

Deaf  drivers  look  around  more  and 
make  more  use  of  the  rear  view  mirror 
than  other  people  do. 

Being  deaf  is  not  a  hard  life.  We  can 
live  and  enjoy  life  much  like  hearing 
people  do. — Mervol  Flynn. 


An  Unusual  Radio  Program 
Have  you  heard  the  program  "Father 
Knows  Best?"  It  is  on  every  Thursday  at 
6  o'clock  on  station  KXLK.  This  pro- 
gram is  about  a  family  and  their  troubles. 
When  something  happens  in  the  family 
the  mother  always  says,  "Go  to  father.  He 
always  knows  best."  This  is  a  good  pro- 
gram to  listen  to  because  it  is  very  enter- 
taining.— Charlotte  Spoerl. 

My  Favorite  Animals 

I  like  to  take  care  of  horses  and  cattle 
in  summer. 

I  love  to  ride  my  horse  in  summer.  I 
ride  my  horse  to  the  mountain  where 
there  are  cattle.  I  enjoy  finding  the  cattle 
so  I  can  move  them  to  different  places. 
Sometimes  the  cattle  are  stubborn  and 
will  not  move.  I  throw  rocks  at  them  to 
make  them  frightened  so  they  will  run. 

I  like  to  watch  the  calves  on  the  ground. 
Sometimes  I  put  a  calf  on  my  lap  in  the 
saddle.  A  calf  is  not  heavy  and  I  can  hold 
it  easily  while  I  ride  the  horse.  I  put  the 
calf  in  the  livestock  pen.  I  love  the  calves 
more  than  the  cattle. 

I  like  horses  best  of  all.  I  like  them  bet- 
ter than  the  cattle.  I  like  to  ride  the  horses 
and  that  is  why  I  like  them  best.  I  never 
heard  of  riding  cows. — Peggy  Johnston. 
A  Beautiful  Wedding 

While  I  was  home  for  Thanksgiving, 
I  went  to  my  sister's  wedding.  My  sister 
Eva  married  George  Barnard  on  Novem- 
ber 20. 

About  7:30  on  Tuesday  evening,  we 
drove  to  the  Lutheran  church  in  Ballen- 
tine.  My  folks  and  I  sat  in  the  front  row. 
There  were  about  65  guests  waiting  for 
the  wedding  to  begin. 

My  sister  Mary  was  maid  of  honor  and 
a  friend  of  Eva's  was  bridesmaid.  Curly 
was  best  man.  Leonard  Barnard,  the 
groom's  brother,  was  usher  with  my  two 
brothers,  Willie  and  Henry,  as  Junior 
ushers.  My  brother  Donald  gave  my 
sister  away. 

After  the  wedding  we  went  to  the  recep- 
tion in  the  church  basement.  There  was  d 
three-tiered  wedding  cake.  Also,  there  were 
two  heart-shaped  cakes  that  had  names  on 
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them.  One  said  "Eva"  the  other  "George." 
We  ate  the  calces  and  had  coffee.  I  saved 
some  of  the  pieces  of  cake.  I  hope  my 
mother  doesn't  throw  them  away  because 
I  want  them  to  help  me  remember  the 
wedding. 

Eva  and  George  opened  their  gifts.  My 
folks  gave  them  fifty  dollars  as  a  present. 

After  the  reception  Eva  and  George 
left  for  their  honeynoon  at  Trout  Creek, 
Montana. — Amelia  Dalke. 

Honor  Roll 
December  7,  1951 

Beverly  Hippe 
Cecelia  Kessel 
Bobby  Herbold 
Nelly  Nerhus 
Ronald  Peterson 
Ronald  Lamping 
Rita  Wesen 
Carol  Gosso 
Bobby  Klessig 

Alumni 

Butte  News 

•  By  Mrs.  Ed  Lappin 

Harold  Johnson  paid  us  a  surprise  visit 
one  Sunday  afternoon,  bringing  Reno 
Wolf,  Milton  Miller  and  James  George. 
Hope  he  does  that  more  often. 

Mrs.  Block  of  Park  City  is  spending 
the  winter  here  with  her  daughter  and 
family.  We  enjoyed  having  her  with  us 
for  a  while. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Francisco  gave  a 
big  turkey  dinner  at  their  home  and  their 
guests  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Catron, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Lappin  and  their  parents 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  H.  Catron  of  Lewis- 
town. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Kosanovich  spent 
Thanksgiving  with  the  former's  folks  in 
Anaconda. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Lappin  gave  a  party 
in  Silver  Bow  Recreation  Hall  on  Novem- 
ber 16.  Every  one  reported  a  good  time 
and  they  enjoyed  their  prizes  consisting 


of  home  made  fudge,  cookies,  fruit  cake 
and  several  plaques. 

Miss  Vivian  Miller  of  Billings  paid  a 
visit  here  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  De- 
cember first  and  second.  She  is  a  clerk  in 
a  meat  packing  company  there. 

Mrs.  Mercedes  Blankenship  and  her 
son  drove  to  Butte  from  California  last 
weekend.  Her  husband  will  come  later 
and  they  will  make  their  home  in  Montana. 

Anaconda  News 

•  By  Mrs.  H.  L.  Burns 

A  Merry  Christmas  and  A  Prosperous 
New  Year  to  all  from  the  Butte-Anaconda 
Deaf  Club. 

The  Butte-Anaconda  deaf  club  had  a 
meeting  last  month  and  the  club  deceided 
not  have  any  meeting  during  December, 
January  and  February  as  it  is  too  hazard- 
ous to  drive  back  and  forth  during  these 
cold  months. 

Ed.  Mayer's  father  passed  away  the 
later  part  of  September.  All  our  sympathy 
goes  to  him. 

John  Nagel,  one  time  student  of  Boul- 
der, is  now  working  for  the  Chicago  Trib- 
une and  doing  well. 

Oliver  Burns  and  family  went  to  Gla- 
cier park  on  their  vacation  this  summer.  A 
trip  was  enjoyed  driving  to  the  Going-To- 
The-Sun  Highway.  Truly  a  beautiful 
park.  Awesome  sights  everywhere.  The 
three  boys  enjoyed  seeing  bears  wander- 
ing along  the  road  ways. 

Richard  McCarthy  motored  through 
Yellowstone  Park  on  his  way  to  Colorado 
in  September  for  his  vacation.  While  in 
Denver  he  visited  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Kemp 
and  at  the  same  time  met  Mrs.  M.  Castell 
there.  He  also  saw  a  number  of  his  friends 
there  on  vacation  from  Montana. 

Bert  Castellano  is  no  longer  at  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Cafe.  He  is  now  working 
at  the  Aro  Club  at  Meaderville.  He  says 
he  likes  his  new  job  better,  because  of 
better  hours  and  better  pay. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Randies,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  Knopf,  Mrs.  B.  Robinson  stopped  in 
Anaconda  for  a  brief  visit  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O.  Burns  and  R.  Mc  Carthy  on  their 
way  home  from  a  party  in  Helena  some- 
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time  ago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Conway  (nee  A. 
Mudro)  will  be  a  threesome  in  February. 

Missoula  News 

•  By  Mrs.  Bessie  Robinson 

A  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  and 
Prosperous  New  Year  to  the  readers  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Leader. 

Jack  Ruddy  of  Glendive,  Montana,  was 
in  Missoula  for  a  couple  of  days,  visit- 
ing his  friends  during  the  first  week  of 
November. 

November  17th  Mr.  Glenn  Preston  and 
Mrs.  Robinson  were  in  Helena  to  confer 
with  the  law  committee,  Mr.  Garretson  of 
Great  Falls;  Mr.  Spencer  of  Livingston 
and  Doran  Stoltenberg  of  Livingston  for 
the  coming  convention  of  the  Montana 
Association  of  the  Deaf  which  will  be 
held  in  Helena,  June  1952. 

They  also  attended  the  social  given  by 
the  Helena  Deaf  Club.  Twenty-two  people 
were  there  and  were  entertained  by  Dale 
Glasser  of  Townsend.  They  sure  enjoy- 
ed the  social  and  lovely  refreshments. 

The  Missoula  Silent  Club  had  its  busi- 
ness meeting  on  December  8th  in  the 
room  of  the  Montana  Power  Co.  The  most 
interesting  business  was  about  the  reso- 
lutions concerning  provisions  for  establish- 
ing school  classes  for  deaf  children  being 
adopted  by  the  members. 

See  the  clipping  below  of  the  Missoula 
Sentinel  of  December  10th. 

A  resolution  concerning  provisions  for 
establishing  school  classes  for  deaf  chil- 
was  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Mis- 
soula Silent  club  at  their  monthly  meeting. 

The  resolution,  "noting  the  rapid  es- 
tablishment, growth  and  development  of 
programs  of  special  education  for  excep- 
tional children,"  expresses  concern  with 
respect  to  "the  current  trend  and  result- 
ant effects  in  the  area  of  the  education  of 
deaf  children." 

"This  concern,"  reported  Archie  R. 
Randies,  "is  based  on  the  evident  failure 
of  the  recognition  of  the  special  problems 
involved  in  the  teaching  of  the  deaf  chil- 
dren." In  the  resolution  the  club  recom- 
mended: 


'The  classes  for  deaf  children  be  not 
established  unless  a  sufficient  number  of 
deaf  children  are  available  to  maintain 
not  less  than  five  properly  organized 
classes  ..." 

"That  in  each  class  the  education  level 
not  exceed  two  grades." 

After  the  meeting  a  social  was  then  held 
and  several  games  and  whist  were  played. 
Handsome  prizes  were  awarded  to  the 
winners  by  the  hosts  Glenn  Preston, 
George  Gillette  and  Nora  Cashman. 
Delicious  refreshments  were  served  before 
the  close  of  the  social. 

George  Sparks  was  invited  to  a  big 
turkey  dinner  with  his  workers  of  the 
Olney  Motor  Co.  on  December  8th  and 
he  enjoyed  it  so  much. 

M:  s.  Rose  Shoemaker  was  in  Denver, 
Colorado  for  a  couple  of  weeks.  She  met 
Montana  people,  Mr  and  Mrs.  Elmo 
Kemp,  Miss  Victor  Herbold  and  Mrs. 
Edith  Cr  OSS.  Mrs.  Shoemaker  thought 
Denver  a  great  city  and  talked  much  of 
her  trip  which  did  her  lots  of  good. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  on  January 
12th,  1952. 

H ere  and  There 

Billings  Silent  Club  is  going  to  have  a 
New  Year  party  at  the  new  General  Cus- 
ter Hotel  at  Billings  December  31.  The 
price  is  ^2.50  per  person.  Those  who  plan 
to  attend,  kindly  inform  Roy  Tuggle, 
Pyror,  Montana  before  December  25th. 

The  Great  Falls  Silent  Club  sponsored 
its  annual  Christmas  party  at  the  school 
on  December  15th.  Games  were  played 
and  refreshments  followed.  Gifts  were 
exchanged  among  the  members  and  guests. 
Among  the  outside  guests  were  Mrs. 
Mercedes  Blankenship  of  California,  Al- 
bert Christiansen  and  James  O'Brien  of 
Havre,  Mrs.  Betty  Daulton  of  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Her- 
bold of  Hingham  who  braved  the  snow- 
storm to  the  party.  The  committee  is  to 
be  complimented  for  making  the  party  a 
success  as  well  as  enjoyable  for  all  present. 

Newton  Shular  and  Reno  Wolf  went 
elk  hunting  in  the  Wolf  Creek  vicinity 
recently  but  no  luck  at  all.  Poor  hunters! 


Narivity  Scene  at  the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 


Silent  Night 

All  is  calm,  All  is  bright. 
All  is  bright. 

Round  yon  Virgin  Mother  and  Child! 
Holy  Infant  so  tender  and  mild. 
Sleep  in  heavenly  peace, 
Sleep  in  heavenly  peace. 

Silent  night.  Holy  night! 
Shepherds  quake  at  the  sight! 
Glories  stream  from  heaven  ajar. 
Heavenly  hosts  sing  Alleluia; 
Christ,  the  Saviour  is  born! 
Christ  the  Saviour  is  born! 

Silent  night!  Holy  night! 
Son  of  God,  love's  pure  light 
Radiant  beams  from  Thy  holy  face, 
With  the  dawn  of  redeeming  grace, 
Jesus,  Lord  at  thy  birth, 
Jesus,  Lord  at  thy  birth. 


O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem 

O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem, 

How  still  we  see  thee  lie; 

Above  thy  deep  and  dreamless  sleep 

Thi  silent  stars  go  by. 

Yet  in  thy  dark  streets  shineth 

The  evei  lasting  light; 

The  hopes  jnd  fears  of  all  the  years 

Are  met  in  thee  tonight. 

O  holy  Child  of  Bethlehem, 
Descend  to  us,  we  pray; 
Cast  out  our  sin  and  enter  in. 
Be  born  in  us  today. 
We  hear  the  Christmas  angels 
The  great  glad  tidings  tell 
o  come  to  us,  abide  with  us. 
Our  Lord  Immanuel. 


Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 


Great  Falls,  Montana 

STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 


Governor  John  W.  Bonner,  President 
Hon.  Arnold  H.  Olson,  Attorney  General 
Hon.  Mary  M.  Condon,     State  Supt,  of 

Public  Instruction 

Appointed  Members 

Roger  Baldwin,  Kalispell 

G.  A.  BosLEY,  Great  Falls 

Horace  T.  Dwyer,  Anaconda 

George  Lund,  Reserve 

Mrs.  Frank  H.  Petro,  Miles  City 

Clarence  Popham,  Corvallis 

Emmett  J.  Riley,  Butte 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Ullman,  Big  Timber 

LOCAL  EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

Glenn  I.  Harris,  Chairman 
John  F.  McGregor 
Mrs.  LeRoy  Stahl 

ADMINISTRATIVE  DEPARTMENT 

Glenn  1.  Harris,  M.A.,  President 

Ethel  Sovereign,      Secretary  and  Book- 
keeper 

SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF 

Mervin  Garretson,  B.A  Head  Teacher 

Irene  Lynch,  B.A   Teacher 

Ada  Rankin,  B.A   Teacher 

Ruby  Eriksen    Teacher 

Carol  Golden,  BA   Teacher 

Anna  Betty  Thoresen,  M.A   Teacher 

Viola  McDowell,  B.S   Teacher 

James  George,  B.A   Teacher 

Vocational  Department 

J.  W.  Stevenson,  B.S.  Woodworking 

Darwin  C.  Younggren,  B.S.  Printing 

Audrey  Garretson  Home  Economics 

Clarence  Altop   Leatherworking 

March  Denney    Sewing 


SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 

P.  W,  Callahan,  B.A.  Head  Teacher 

LiLLiE  Aamoth,  B.A   Teacher 

Elizabeth  V,  Cox,  B.A  , , . . ,  Teacher 

Mary  Donnelly  Callahan,  B.M.  .  .Teacher 

of  Music 

Vocational  Department 

P.  W.  Callahan,  B.A  General  Shop 

LiLLiE  Aamoth,  B.A   Weaving  and 

Cooking 

Elizabeth  V,  Cox,  B.A,  Typewriting 

Physical  Training 

Newton  Shular  . .  Boys'  Physical  Education 

Director  and  Coach 
Audrey  Garretson  .  .  Intermedite  and  Girls' 
Physical  Education  Director 

HOUSEHOLD  DEPARTMENT 

Dorothy  Dortch,  B.S  Head  Matron 

Care  of  Pupils 

J.  W.  Stevenson,  B.S.  ....  Head  Supervisor 

of  Boys 

James  George,  B.A  Supervisor  of  Boys 

Florence  Stevenson  . .  Boys'  Housemother 

Mary  Meins  Boys'  Housemother 

March  Denney    Girls'  Housemother 

Hester  Woolley  Girls'  Housemother 

Ida  Miller  Relief  Supervisor 

Vivian  Underwood  Cook 

Hattie  S.  Travis  Baker 

Clarence  Altop    Laundryman 

Edla  Pfluger    Laundry  helper 

Otelia  Herbold  .  .  Dining  Room  Supervisor 

Maintenance 

Melvin  Dortch  ....  Engineer  and  Caretaker 
Robert  M,  Anderson    Assistant 

Health  and  Medical  Department 

J.  W.  Brinkley,  M.D.,  F,A.C.P.  .  .  Physician 
Cecil  M.  Hali.,  M.D.,  F.A.CS.  . .  Eye,  Ear, 

and  Throat 

J.  E.  But;H.,hK,  D.D.S  Dentist 

Mabel  Sutton  Resident  Nurse 


